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Conclusion What we have here is a data mining company thatd€™s trying to make a name for itselfa€} by
stealing things from Microsoft. The similarities with the LinkedInd€™s API leak are stunning. In fact, ita€™s

even more brazen, because the one that was caught was just released, while the other is already on the
market. If thered€™ s one thing the open source community hates more than stealing, ita€™s an illegitimate
derivative work. Where do we go from here? Microsoft feels itdé€™s important enough to go as far as to put an
entire blog post about the situation. Even though the solution is pretty easy, what wea€ ™ re about to talk about
will make you think twice before subscribing to a developera€™s newsletter again. As always, we would like to
thank Google Trends. This chart tells us how users search for the topic wea€ ™ re discussing. It can be very
useful at times when it comes to understanding changes in the web traffic. The only downside is that ita€™s
restricted to the United States only. Whoa€™ s at fault? A lot of people have been pointing their finger on
LinkedIn, but Microsofta€™s been the real offender for several weeks now. Microsoft released an
announcement about the leak that contained a link to a hidden page where they solved the problem in a very
easy way. Wea€™ ve already went through that information, so letd€™s analyze what happened afterwards.
The consequence was that LinkedInd€™s APl was partially or fully unavailable for more than 8A . It&€™'s not
known when and how the whole thing started, but the last days of November 2015 became the hotbed of
discussions on developer boards like Hacker News and Reddit. Nobody knew what was going on. The first thing
that came to our mind was that itd&€™s a false positive, but the POST requests were large enough to raise
suspicions, so we started
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