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sometimes become completely
consumed by parenting? Someone

who always has a half-finished
project lying around? You know

someone who - four kids or less -
spends more time at school than

she does at home. Someone who is
always on the go, wanting to do

more than just watch the kids play,
coming home from school and then
setting about it with “you coming?

No, let me finish this before you get
here!” If you know someone like

that, you'll know what I mean when
I say this. I talk to one woman every

week who is in the process of
leaving her marriage. For years, she
and her husband have been going
through a divorce, but now they
finally seem to have reached an
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agreed settlement. She's coming
away with a house, a car and a

lump of money. She's laid off from a
job, but she's got enough money to
pay for her own mortgage, her car
and her bills. There's something in

the air about her. She's not the
usual woman worried about being a
breadwinner and a house-keeper.

She's focused on her own life. With
God. She can finally start to think

about the kids again. We were
discussing how some of these

women become mothering
machines - filled with guilt and

worry - while others find it easier to
simply focus on their own lives. "If I
don't have my nose in a book or my
feet on a keyboard," she says, "I'm

not really doing anything. God gives
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us many talents, but I've always felt
that parenting was the one talent

that I had. I never wanted to be that
type of mother." She's talking about

mothering as work, rather than
something that comes naturally.

"There are a lot of things that I don't
understand, but I do understand

that work gives me a purpose and
makes me feel worthwhile." For

those of you with a tendency to feel
you're not worth something because

you can't be
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